This interview was done on Aug.l7th
and it was done with Marcin and Keith
Keith with some appearances b}r_lleﬂ
of Monkhouse.Since this interview
Monkhouse have unfortunataly split up.
E = Eugene [ioter 2)

M = Martin (Bass)

K = Keith (vocalg)

W= Heil (guitar)
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M :We're going to be talking to Mero

E
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E :D0 YOU LIKE SUGAR OR EOB MOULD?

:WHEN DID MONKHOUSE START,

:We started about 3 years ago.
:WHY "ARE YOU SPLITTING UP ANYWAY?
tWe always split up every week we

:Caugse we totally fucking hate the

11'm very disillusiced with ityvery
:HEY IT SAID ON BAMBI 7":AGH COMING
t0ur lawyers

:The problem with doing something

K :I like them because its what he says,
some punks don't like it because its -
jaggedy guitars but its what he's sayin.

M :I like jaggedy guitars but I just dom'C
like Hisker DU.I mean they got scme good
songs , but its over ratted.

E :WHAT ABOUT 'STANDIKG BY THE SEA'?

M :A great song yeh.

K :The problem about the songs on 'Ware-
house'is because they're not screaming
their bollox off and singing about
how depressing the world is,I mean
Hisker Dl said more than write a nice ¢
gong,it doesn't matter about ?hat ths_
song sounds like as long as its fucking
goodyand what they're saying is the right
thing.The problem with the punk scenes
is people in the thosaund don't know
what its about,you don't have to look
like a punk.

E :AGH AGH YEH SURE LOOK AT ME. ;

M :The whole punk thing seems to be angry
for the sake of it and like they talk A
about all these issues which has nothing
to do with their life.It just seems to
débate about all these esabaric issues

like selling cut and stuff like that
and it doesn't really mean anything all
that much.

E :WELL ABOUT SELLING OUT,THERE WAS THIS
THING LAST WEEK (HOPE PANEL DISCUSSION
DEBATE)AND THEY WERE TALKING ABOUT
MAJORS BUYING KIDS(ANMD DOING BAD STUFF)

W :Well its a difficult ome and thats
also really weird coz how the punk
scene, ,the indie scena's changed
cause Capitalism has absorbed every

thing,you know it just depends on u@ats
her you're comfortable with stuff like
that. :

K :The Blaggers got the right idea by

signing to EMI and using them f?r

all they got still promoting their own
belief ,Like you can still have the same
belief and be on a major.Well thats what
Wirvana donme they put punk back inte the
people.Like people who wouldda never
listened to punk zeck if it wasa't for
Hirvana.

M :The thing is the nature of major labels,
is Major labels aren’t all that bad
like if you're promoted like Hirvana
were promoted and it did them alot of
good but when the Blaggers went on to EMI
they weren't premoted they weren't pushed
at all .If you're on a major - you have
te be promoted and Major Labels have a

higher arachy where they push certain

bands ,They didn't push the Blaggers 50
the Blaggers probally reached less people
on a major so it depends.

split up.

stenz basically and thats the
truth.

cycnical about ic.

SO0N MONKHOUSE LP.
are talking about it
at the moment(joke).

like that is we're sorta thinking
why should we bother when we spli-
ting up.

today =o...
SAND YOU HMAVE THAT CD - I HAVEN'E
HEARD IT COZ I DON'T HAVE A CD
PLAYER.
(Laughter)
:Well thats the problem nobody wants
4o release vinyl nowadays.
iWe've had singles but nmo vinyl LFs
we've had what? 3 LPs on CD.
:3 maybe & singles.
:We're on Damaged Goods,Rejected,
Flatline in America,Double 7"
on Reactionery Records from
Malanonta thats coming out socon.
: INFLUERCES?
:Influences?Hisker Dil,The Stooges
and the & skins. o
:DO YOU LIKE ALL HUSKER DU 's
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:I don't like Hilsker DU at all,

i¥eh I do I like all Misker Di's
albums.

:DD YOU LIKE'WAREHOUSE SONGS AND
STORIES'?SOME PEOPLE DOM'T LIKE IT
BeChugE ITS ON A MATOR.

:Because they think Hlisker DU sold
out but "Warhouse songs..."says alot
to me.

ILMHqu Lt

E :But it still gives them money ro K

prommote their cause,
(Tape runs cut For few minuces)

M :What were we saying before we were
slagging off old punkaf

E :Well I might of said that I got into
punksand all;because of Nirvana,and
then you were saying about ticket gales, E

M :Yeh well _just what Pearl Jam have done
about trying to keep ticket sales down
I think thats a geod point of the punk
attitude trying to keep things access- M
ible and showing the alternative juse K
like getting a ticket from an agent or E
paying how much it is to buy a CD I meanM
that shows an alternative I mean T don'e K
like Pearl Jam's music but you knew M
we were already into that TR
before Pearl .TL. AT ."‘g

E :WHAT DO YOU THINK OF STADIUM /
ALL THAT SHIT? RﬂEK g

K :I personally wouldn't go to see 4 ‘gtadium

. E;kﬁ;“gh unless it was the Sex Pistels.
: IT THEY RE ;
b i FORMED AND THEY GOT

:That doesn't matter,

:AND IN THE VIDEO THEY GOT ALY THESE =+
DIFFERENT CAMERA ANGLES AND IT WOULD K
KILL YA. : b

:Teh

:¥eh E

‘Well the Sex Pistols is
media hype .

K :Its as funny as fuck,but thats the
prob!m people want to gay,its like
putting up standards and saying'agh K
you can't be a punk if you listen to
this'thats shit you can listen to
Tap,you can listen to whatever mother-
fucking thing you listen teo.

:Hot acid jazz.

:SOME PUNX LIKE TECHND,

I like dance stiff I mean the method of M
production for dance music is very punk K
with pecple just puteing it out them-
selves but now dance music is an establ-
hi_nenl:.ll.ike dance music has been esta-
blished ,its a huge money spinner you
know. i
K :The sad thing is when The Prodigy bring

out a record its sells a hell of a lot E
more than shundred KGE Records “have
aald‘ for one song that has got to no.l.

M :Prodigy -'firestarter’ fucking unbelive--¥
able .Also Stadium Rock-The Manic Street
:Tu::y I thiok they're fucking(goed) K

n ¥ recently into Mo ¥ .
they're total j 4 Aact g i

punk attitude anmd they'
stadium rock. R E

MR
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E :WELL I WENT TO THIS "FEILE" AND IT WAS

SHITE ALL THE BIG SECURITY GUARDS.

:The thing is pecple complain "0 you can':
g2t near the band'but when you offer the
People o go up on stage they don't go ne.
Il'l}"ttli-ﬂﬂ-ﬁnﬂ they all stand a mile away
and "AGH'.I mean they might as well go
around  and put candles op the tables

and have us play mcid jazz.[""Au)

:YEH YOU WERE ALL JUMPING AROUND' WELL 1
WAS THINKING OF GOING LIKE THAT (7)AND AL!
LIKE THAT GUY WITH THE GLASSES (DAVE ]
HEGATION OF GLOBAL NEGATION ZINE).

(Lf you want to  and about then stand abou
:Do what you want,

:1'D LIKE TO BE ABLE TO €0 L1]8
:Well just do it.

:Its alright,

:Ho ones gonna laugh at you,

:;:d you keep your shirt on this time?

B L]

(I.;ugh ter)

M :The thing is punk should be ‘exciting and

thats it,it shouldn't be about all this
fucking boreing debates about The Sex
Pistols reforming and Major Labels
and you know its just like a career in
a whole little world - [ft) isn'c very
interesting.

iJust doing what you want,

:Punk should be staggering,you should be
going 'fuck what was that?'

:YEH BUT WHATS YOUR IDEA OF PUNE?

just a big x’igﬁmll its just like whatever you find cool

or amazing you know and music,whatever,jus
something that makes you want to shit and

. take your clothes off, .

tIts sbout having & good time all the time.
(Laughter) :

tWIEERE DO YOU COME FROM AGAIN?

:Belfasc,

tAnd what bands are around there?

Hone.
SWIEAT YOURG BANDS DO YOU LIEE?

:Well bands at the moment just generally?
:Irish Bands?I think theres a good Irish
scene about,Support your own bands,

iIn Dublin,people seem to support their

own bands more,.In Belfast,when there were

.good local bands people never,Belfast just

follows London trends,and nobody would 20
to see local bands.

:I LIKE GOING TO HOPE COLLECTIVE GIGS EVEM

THOUGH ITS A BAND I'VE NEVER HEARD OF,I

‘CAN GET INTO THAT.
:You'll probally like it or you'll see load

of people you know its good,

tThe thing about it is if a shit American

band no matter how crap they are ou E
a big crowd, it z _E"':.; >

L
:3M HUNDRED PEOPLE CAME FOR BIKINT XTLL'

AND NORMALLY THEY MEARLY BREAK EVEN, 50
PEOPLE CAME LAST SATURDAY.



(oAl }

M :¥ou just got to decide what happens. I
don't know the position we had sometimes

I wished.wa'd had more publicity but it
doesn't marCer mow anywiy..

:WHAT WEW BANDS ARE YOU ALL GONNA BE IN?
:I'11 be in anew band.Haven't got aname yet.
:Done something.

sWILL YOU EVER GO BACK TO BEING MONEHOUSE
THE MOHEHOUSE REFORM.

Mo,

[ -.T:a probles we find curselves in is the
gcene is so bad-gig wise its so bad where
we got to the point where there's nowhere
to play.

(Moalihoxg
‘Well thats just a natural thing
. the more well known the band the wm
smore they'ra followed and American
blah blah blah.
:When I was youngier I would ha e o
went to see local bands if I ¥
hadda heard of them I mean we all
went to support Therapy! and stuff, o
somepeople didn't like it but we
gtill went yo see them.
:He all supported Therapy? in the
days.
:We supported his band.
:1 was in a hardecore band called'Choke’
and there were four Belfast bands
that went down te Dublin including

. The only place is "the empire'which is a
Therapy? because they were playing

: 2 fucking entertainment industry-bad sound.
just like a punk band at the time o .imare on YOUR HAND?(To Keith's tatoos)
and we played in the'Fox and peasenty ;... . hate,

in Dublin so thats it and Therapy? M sLike tha band’ ;

played before us but it was a punk B .y Hate Situtatiofn.

gig s0 there were no headliners,that iDID YOU HAVE ROWS BACE IN THEM DAYS?

wag like 1990 and it was Therapy?'s :Yeh.

first gig in Dublin and they rocked ‘WHOS THE BLOKE WHO RAN ON STAGE?

{WHAT DO YU THINK OF LITTLE WINGS OF :Thats a friend of ours called David he
MAJORS GOING CUT TO GET YOUNG BANDST. used to be in a band called 'Ground
1Well there was a band I was :i.1:|. and Swell' Did you ever see themlGroung

ve had a single out on an indie that o) they .were great.He's apunk scene

was owned by a major but the =ajor veterian.Ask Mero and Wiall about Dawid
only had control ever its bigger everybody knows him.

bands it had nothing te do with uf.. .wew T pyEw HIM.(joke!)
:BUT YOU NEVER S0LD OUT. ¥ :And aswell the music industry and that !
:We didn't. actually know _ul: the time {ncludes everything from EMI to Mero
they were owned by a major,Chere was ... ...:. industry is utterly capitalist
another time when e had the chance what underground labels do they can omly
to sign to a label which was Major do in a Capitalist society,the way Mero
band and wezhad disscussed about it veleases his ewn records,I mean,you have
and it was gomma be for ayear,we had to have & certain amount of momey to runm
nothing to lose,we thought we'd go a consistanent D.I.Y, ?Rbel you have to
for it but it didn't happen.Il was have a certain amount of money:so I mean
quite surprised everyome agreed ,its ... o
only if a label would want you €0 '§ .opoophar you're indie or undergréund or
comprimise your I'[f?(r! and your what you are you still are going to fuck
music and look at fucking Fat Wreak aband up,we've lost money,alot of money.
Cords and they were really fucking . .. gircr rime,before I was in Monkhouse,
angry for Propagandhi putting all .. 7 uay in a band and somebody rang up
political stuff on their retnrda1 and said 'we want to put your single out
thats the same bullshit.If you sign and you can imagine what thats like fuckin
to & major you have to more 91: ?f“”- unbelieveable and then its like,well I
time band and thats a big decision don't know about Monkhouse quite as mich
to make as opposed to a hoppy- buf I just find people in labels have got
:THEY EXPECT SCMETHING QUT OF YOU AND “yp oo Gortain expectations and I think
THE MUSIC WOULDM'T BE A5 PURE. the labels prtftll"&& the songs on our demo

1They expect that out of y?u.‘tw can than on the singles so labela have all
argue about it in an inticual sense

You can argue playing your music
and wanting it to be heard and
people who are total egatistial and

- Eomomm

Mero had certain expectations of us you
know what I mean.He has a certain idea

= of what he wants us to do which might not
missing the point of the music nessecerally be for us thats just a point
entirely and you can argue Ehat put= o .. vhe’ game with Damaged Goods,I mean
ting cut a 7" which has enly 500 copies Damaged Goods mever really promoted your
will only reach & clique of people 1

M :There's nowhere to play in Belfast-its shit.

these expectations of what they want to do.

[ Mmoskchsne  conk)

M :ra::vds and they were really really M :0f course yas I'm not saying we hate
good . laying Ireland I like I .

j IE: RECORDS? K .-I:F[’ 1:\re Ireland its our hﬂfnd

2 :1 ged Guod:,]‘hnksh-?‘ute stuff. M :We all enjoy going down to Dublin and
‘Well you see he was in the Golden Mile. Cork cause theres so many friends

H :The Golden Mile-Our gingle wasn't v here and we always have :gnnd time

. Pushed ac all, E :I'M JUST A RECENT MONKHOUSE FAN AWD

:0urs wasn't pughed at all.The problem
we h‘lﬂ with when we done "Kitty appear-
Ii-l-'l'l:-E like e put so much money into

it and then we got landed with all these
:f:«llu like we're aband not adistro,

ke ve couldn't ze 5

could sell thea te a mddE Se daper
of people and we were left holding them.
tWell I heard of other bands and they 've
had stuff released and like it just
hasn't been promoted or distrubuted

aswell |Iht ¥ou know you have sharltons
in the indie scene aswedl people hide
behind all this correctness as it were
just depends if they're good people.

‘T know the ones who done that,that there
hearts are in the right places and I
mean they were expecting us to tour.I
mean,we can only do Belfase,

:We played four gigs around London one
weekend around Christmas add it was
great we just did it because we were
given the oppertunity and it didn't
care about record sales or meople
seeing us it was just like "yeh fun'
wi played England.What really ruined it
What really shut the door alok on the
band for me was when we couldn't go to
Europe and that really seant that we .
couldn't progress any further and chat [
made me very sad about the band and at
the time we weren't practicing that
mich 8o I dida't know what was happenines
and it was @ strange time,thinking about

the band so much.Theres so much mmbitien(Rejected Records,d Woodla

in being involved in being in a band
not so really getting your face in the
papers but theres so much personal
mbition and I know you wouldaall sure
agree with me.
:0h yeh.
:¥ou know obviously we want to move on.
We want to matter and I know Monkhouse
do matter because I wouldn't have been
afan of them before I joined.We want
Monkhouse to matter like taking the
time to do an interview now,thats why
we've come down for gigs when we couldn't
do any more as we done already as in
touring playing you know playing abit of
England to me it was just like 'What more
can we do?'.
SYOU CAN STILL REACH NEW PEOPLE IN IRELAND.
:0f course yes I'm not saying we hate

Co.

A side of 'what..'on 'cakey pig')
'Cakey pig'CD (Dam.goods 55)

st & Packing

WHEN I HEARD THE SINGLE I REALLY REALLY
LIKED IT .YOU CAN REACH MORE AND MORE
PEOPLE.

:Yeh thats true maybe I'm wEgng i fnkin
about not being able to :wr'm
it was just a fact in Natural Progression
maybe that's a completely fucked up

way of thi[tking but you know it was anothe
new experience to go to Europe I haven't
baen abroad for years.

5 3 E :1"'" HAVEN'T LEFT IRELAMD MYSELF.
Properly you know which major labels do y . =

:Yeh well what a great country to live in
love our country.

Monkhouse heve alot of releases ineluding:
(From Dam.Goods PO BOX 671 yLondon,E17 &NF
HO 8 co'Damaged Goods')
‘Tune in' debut 7" (Dam.Goods 40) E2ppd
" 'What d'va mean' 7"(Dam.Coods52)

E2ppd

£
(CD oNLY] 1PRS
included for UK Europe 201 A
ADD  World 50%

nds Ave,Dun Laoghai
Dublin, Ireland): 1 i

Rejected Vol.2 aplit single with Wat Tyler &
Monkhouse (2 songs)Corme uwith g
Monkhouse 'glue bugil?{Striknien DC'from the de
room' LP
[Reject

kg r1e

E2ppd

‘“‘P!fdw“‘m“ as fuck, £5ppd(cD =miy)
(43 Menkhase svubble from feactia, Mhite:




